STAT

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/22 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000404030005-7
SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER (CA)

One

-

furns

ROV ASTH NS SR

[N

N pze et Vi
I

" %8 By Larry D. Hatfield
. .., Examiper staff writer

It
bunch of.Jacal.cops crashing through his
front door, but it has turned into a holy
crusade against the government and its most

powerful apencies, the CIA. FRll and Army.
In his more whingiea™ moments, the

bearded, bespectacied Mackenzie can almost
see some. humor in his David and Goliath
fight witk, .the.government “l have this
dream of. waking up one morning and seeing
a headline, ‘Hippie Beats C1A," " Angus says.

* But then the glint comes back into his
eyes and the 3l-vearold freelance writer
talks again of what he calls 2 secret war to
subvert the First Amendment to the Consti-

started .for Angus Mackenzie with a

tution and to destroy the alternative pressin .

the United States. : -

That 15-year-old war already has been far
more successful than most Americans even
suspect, Mackenzie claims, and he insists it is
still going on. .

“Nobody who has investigated this, the
(US. Senate) Church Committee, the few
journalists who have looked into it or any-
one else, says that it has stopped,” he says.

“The fact that the governmeht is destroy-
ing newspapers in this country is really
serious business and evervbody is turning

- their head. The underground press is turn-
ing its head. the straight press 1s turning its
head. Nobody is raising hell and saying this
has got 10 stop.”

Nobody, that is, except for Angus Mack-
enzie and maybe one or two others, . ..
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"~“i{ackenzie. who was born in New York  ACTIVIST ANGUS MACKENZIE

City and has lived in San Francisco since he
was “Kcked out of Wisconsin” several years
ago, at the mement is the principal m a
major test casewhich could help“determine
how effective the nation's Freedom of In-
formation Act:TRPLV really is and how far
the governmert-ean go in avoiding its provi-
sions. :

The FOLA, passed in 1968, strengthened
in 1974 and nowsthe target of lncxea.smg
attempts to weaken it, gives peopie the right
to request, and receive, copies of govern-
ment documents. including those about in-
vestigations invelving the individual

Since it was passed, it has {requently
been used by journalists and others to ex-
pose cases of governument wrongdoing.

Dafends Freadom of information Act

! the door of the house in which he and his

i AWOL Army private (who was never found) :
i and thoroughly searched the house, he said.

*| abused. More importantly, that incident first '
‘| raised his suspicions that the government

R the war may have affected 150 of the 500
. underground publications that served as the

7

Seecifically, the CIA is refusing to release
documents Mackenzie claims would show a
systematic campaign to discredit and de-
stroy underground newspapers.

_ Asuit is pending in U.S, District Court in
Washington, D.C., to force the CIA to release
documents on dozens of underground news-

© papers to Mackenzie. Last month, the CIA

agreed to release some of the information he-
has requested but he says that doesn't go far
enough.

Mackenzie’s first battle started in June,
1970, when Beloit, Wis., police kicked down

brother, James, were living and putting out

an antiwar monthly called People’s Dread-

naught. . R
The cops said they were looking for an

The raid and continued police harassment;

. including detectives hanging around out- |

side, led to lost revenue and the eventual
folding of the underground paper. Macken-
e says.

He eventuaily won a federal suit which
held that his constitutional rights nad been

was engaged in a secret war against the

. alternative press.

Starting in 1967 with Ramparts Magazine, .

wallposters of the anti-war and counter-

culture movements in the late '60s and early !

0s. - : : ' ;
Using government documents he has

: been able to obtain, Mackenzie says much of
¢ the anti-underground paper campaign was
" carried on under the CIA's Operation

CHACS. : » ;
CHAOQS, set up to look into foreign con-
nections of domestic dissidents. grew out of

- the CIA's investigation of Ramparts, the San

Francisco-based fountainhead of the rheto- :
ric of the Left in the late '60s. Ramparts at
the time was about to expose the CIA's use of °
the National Student Association, the then-

American Newspaper Guild and some foun- :

- dations as conduits for CIA funding of secret .

programs.

From theére, it and other programs grew
into a general campaign of general harass-
ment,  disinformation, planting agents on
staffs and other tactics designed to limit the !
effectiveness of the altermative papers, -
Mackenzie says. '

One such later target was the Berkeley |
Barb, in its heyday one of the most influen-
tial voices of the New Left. The Barb fell
victim to something called Project Resist-
ance, another C1A operation that was found-
ed with a narrow objective — to protect C1A
recruiters on college campuses — but grew
like Topsy. -

e e b g .

But Mackenzie says the law is being
STA-I;tretched to the limit by the CIA and other
agencies to cover up government abuses:
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Released CIA documents show it became |
a program of infiitrating the underground

press and, mevxmbly, ut damaging or de-
stroying it. s

Although a ClA operauve :uzgested the
idea of hurting the shoestring alternative -

paper operations by discourazwng advertis
ers, specifically big record companies, the
documents suggest it was the FBI that used
its contacts to discourage- companies like
Columbia Records from advertising in pa-
pers like the Barb.

A series of underground papers quickly-

perished as Columbia withdrew ads. At the
Barb, the vacuum left by the unexplained
departure of Columbia was filled with sex
and sleaze ads. The Barb no longer exists. .

For its part, Columbxa has declined com-
ment.

Mackenzie's current case began wtn]e he
was working on an article for the Columbia
Journalism Review documenting how the
Army. FBI and CIA] beginning in 1967,

“infiltrated and harassed publications and
tried to put them out of business.”

In June 1979, he asked the CIA to walve
its search and copy fees under the FOIA
provision that the government should do so
if releasing the requested files would benpefit
the general public. Congress had established

the waiver to prevent bureaucrats from '
discouraging scholars and journalists by :
charging themr large sums for requwed'

- information. -
The CIA, however, refused the waiver on

grounds that it was-“doubtful” the agency
would have enough “releasable” material' — -
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On Aug. . 1980, CIA Information and!
Privacy Coordinator John E. Bacon told’
i Mackenzie it would cost him 361.501 for the

agency to search for the documents he

wanted. And even then. the agency would
not guarantee it would find any releasable
documents. Six weeks later, the CIA de-
manded .2 $30,000 -down payment and a;
promise to pay the rest before it even would
begin looking, Mackenzie says.

He appealed but the agency was ada-!
-mant. “It was very discouraging,” said Mack-
enzie, estimating his continuing fight with
the CIA is costing $20,000 a year “minimum”
just for expenses.” It's money he does not‘
have. . :
v Earlier this year, the Freedom of Inform-!
ation Service Center, a joint project of the'
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the;
. Press and the Society of Professional Jour-'
nalists, arranged for Steptoe & Johnson, a
respected Washington law firm, to represent

him in the CIA case for free.

On behalf of Mackenze, the firm filed
suit on June 16 to clarify major FOIA 1ssua5«
in his case: what is a relscneiesvets-for
documents and do journalists with access to
national media deserve fee waivers on the
presumption that files released will primari-!
ly benetit the general public? ,

The case is pending. i

“{t's important how it comes out,” Mack- '
eqze says fervently. " think the American |

. people believe in a free press and they don't:
; want the government in the newsrooms. |
And that’s just where the government has!
been, in undercover, seeret operations aimed j

" some information can be withheld for-na-i ut those people opposing national policies.”

* tional security reasons — to benefnt‘ the -
public.

Though he thinks major news agencm
9 and professional organizations — he specifi- |

CIA officials told Mackenzie the agency | | cally named the American Newspaper Pub- |

would waive the fees on information about a -

specific paper if someone on -that paper
requested it, a problem since. many of .the
papers no longer exist.

lishers - Association, The Newspaper Guild |
and the Society of Professional Journalists
— should be leading, and paying for, ttxe)
fight, Mackenzie says he will prem on “even i
thouglr it's been a little lo

°
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